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401 Water Quality Certification Flow Chart

Application deemed 
administrative complete. 

Send notification to 
applicants , USACE &  

program contacts.

Application administratively 
incomplete, request additional 

information from applicant.  
30 day response time, may be 
extended upon request.  If no 

response or extension, 
application will be denied.  

Update progress table  
with owner, assigned 

roles, review standards 
and schedule.

Receive additional 
information and continue 

technical review.

Entry Point

Administration

Receive notice from USACE 
for General Permit.

Receive notice from  USACE
for Individual 404 Permit

Review for individual 401 
WQ Certificate, have 

meeting to determine if  
401 is necessary.

Review for individual 401 
WQ Certificate, have 

meeting to determine if  
401 is necessary.

Proceed under 
General Permit.

Proceed with 401 WQ 
Certification.  Contact 

USACE, establish deadline, 
develop permit progress 
table & email contact list.  

No 401 WQ Certificate.
Send waiver letter to 

USACE.



Attend public meeting.Review any public 
comments received.

..

Create response summary.

Make final determination, 
plus revisions to draft.

Issued final 401 WQ 
Certificate with response 

summary.

Send draft around for 
internal review; hold 

internal meetings with 
F&W, FPR, OPLA & Legal. 

Start drafting decision
(Sections may be started 

prior to technical 
complete determination).

Application deemed 
technically complete. Send 

applicant technically 
complete letter.

Receive additional 
information and continue 

technical review.

Technically incomplete, request 
additional information from 

applicant. 
30 day response time, may be 
extended upon request.  If no 

response or extension, 
application will be denied.  

Determine  if application is 
technically complete.

Finalizing

Schedule public meeting; 
30 day public notice.

Send to Fish & Wildlife for 
final signature.


